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PAPERS RELATING TO THE POUNDING BY THE 
"SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOS- 
PELS -IN FOREIGN PARTS," LONDON, OF THE 
MISSIONS AT READING AND MORLATTAN, BERKS 
COUNTY, PENNSYLYANIA. 

CONTRIBUTED BY B. F. OWEN. 

At a general meeting of the Society 17 April, 1761. 
Read a petition subscribed by 22 of the inhabitants of the 
County of Berks in Pa., in behalf of themselves & other 
inhabitants of the said Co., dated July the 13, 1760, 
setting forth y* s a Co. is a very large & gaining one, situ- 
ated on the frontier of ye s a province & hath never yet 
had any English minister of any denomination settled in 
it, nor hath it had ye happiness of being visited often by 
any of ye clergy of ye interior provinces, there being none 
whose mission is so near to them as to allow them to come 
thither without neglect of their proper parishes. That in 
this distress having invited ye Rev. Dr. Smith to come & 
preach among them & having received encouragement from 
him to lay their case before the venerable society, they have 
presumed to do so, & humbly pray that ye Society w d be pleased 
to send them a missionary to reside at Reading & to officiate 
also at Molattin, 15 miles from Reading, where a church has 
for many years been built by a Society of English Swedes, 
who Join with them in this application. That in order to 
induce the Society to grant their request they have obliged 
themselves by subscription to pay yearly to such missionary 
ye sum of £60 Pennsylvania Money (about £38 sterling) 
over and above what the Society may be pleased to allow 
him & they will give all the further encouragement in their 
power to any worthy minister the Society may be pleased 
to send over, that for want of such, many people sincerely 
disposed to the Church of England are drawn after various 
sectaries & others are drawn to popery, to promote which a 
popish priest was on the point of settling in that town. 



Missions at Beading and Morlattan, Berks Co., Benna. 373 

And they take the liberty to mention to ye Society Mr. 
Joseph Mather as they suppose at this time in London, a 
young gentleman born of creditable parents in that province 
& educated in the College of Philadelphia, who they believe 
w a do them good service, could he be prevailed upon to come 
among them, & undertake the fatigues to which a new mis- 
sion near the frontiers must be necessarily subject. 

Read a letter in which the preceding petition came en- 
closed from the Rev. Dr. Smith, Provost of ye College in 
Philadelphia, dated there August 26, 1760, & he hopes it 
will merit the Society's attention. The subscribers are per- 
sonally known to him, & he preached to them that day & 
was present when they subscribed it, & he knows them both 
able & willing to make good their engagements. He says 
Mr. Bird the first gentleman that subscribes is worth a thou- 
sand guineas per annum in iron works. Reading is about 
60 miles from Philadelphia, & is the chief town of the 
county. Settled mostly with Germans, & no English min- 
ister hath yet resided in it, & the Romish priests are busy 
among the people on one hand, & the Sectaries dependent on 
the Quakers on the other, & Dr. Smith gives it as his honest 
& most candid judgment that he knows of no place where a 
mission is more wanted, & this was likewise the opinion of 
the whole body of the Episcopal Clergy of the Province in 
their late Convention. Agreed that a mission be established 
at Reading in Penna. & that Mr. Mather be acquainted with 
it if established as soon as it is known where he is. 

At a meeting of the Society 16 October, 1761. Read a 
letter from the Rev. Mr. Barton, the Society's itinerant mis- 
sionary in Penna., dated Lancaster, July 6, 1761, stating that 
he has been twice this Summer to visit Reading, where there 
are a few English families well-affected to our Church, as there 
are also scattered here & there in other parts of the country 
from whom he has frequent applications & is determined as 
far as the duties of his extensive mission will permit to em- 
brace every circumstance that promises success to the cause of 
true religion & the advancement of the Church of England. 
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At a meeting of the Society 16 April 1762. In pursu- 
ance of the Resolution of the Society 17 April 1761, to es- 
tablish a mission at Reading, Besolved, That Mr Murray 
being well recommended by Dr. Smith, Mr. M°Pherson, the 
Presbytery of Aberlonen and a great number of his hearers 
in that Presbytery, be appointed to the Mission of Reading 
in Penna. provided the people of Reading perform their 
agreement with the Society, and the Lord Bishop of London 
shall upon examination find him worthy of Holy Orders. 

Rbv d Sir 

I was not a little concerned I could not see you when at 
London last. M r Treadwell & I were recalled by Rench as 
if he was to have sailed under the Convoy of the S* Ann, 
but, like the wind, after we had Returned, he changed his 
Resolutions, & told us he must wait the Scarborough 
Frigate which was appointed Convoy to the New Tork 
Trade; next he took Sailing Orders a day ago from the 
Shrewsbury which is one of the five Ships that are ordered 
to Halifax to relieve Lord Colvil. This is now the fourth 
Convoy he has Tantalized us with, tho' you know he made 
us believe he was to have sailed from this about a fortnight 
at farthest after we engaged with him, & nothing but these 
hopes of Dispatch ever determined me to agree with him, 
yet we are this moment as uncertain when we may sail as 
the first day we came hither ; which is indeed a very great 
hardship upon all the Passengers who are living at a Con- 
siderable Expence, but a much greater upon Treadwel & 
me, who are not carried to our nearest Port as all the Rest 
are, & they see an end of y r Trouble & Charges. In this 
Unlucky Situation, tho' I brought hither with me afterwards 
of fourteen Guineas, I have been obliged to negotiate two 
Bills upon the Society to supply my present necessities, 
which I hope they will be so good as pay as they fall due — 
But this Expensive as well as hazardous Delay which exposes 
us to the Equinoctial Storms which we had contrived to 
avoid, are not the only Perplexities. The Steward of bur 



Missions at Beading and Morlattan, Berks Co., Penna. 375 

Ship, taking the advantage of our long absence, has Robbed 
Several of us of the Best of our Things on board. M r 
Treadwel has lost of Things bought for M r Auchmuty at 
New York to the value of £5, but this is inconsiderable 
compared with My Loss. The Villain has Stripped me of 
my best Linen, & all my Summer Dress to a triffle, with 
every thing else of the Most Value I had in my Trunk which 
he broke open, & so left me to go the next thing to naked 
into a Strange Country without Friends or Money to get 
myself supplied. Our Captain, of whom I am at a Loss what 
to say, engaged this Fellow, without so much as a Character 
of him, yet I am advised we can have no Redress at his hand. 
Never were Passengers perhaps worse used in Most Respects. 

I would fain hope the Venerable Society will consider my 
Unfortunate Circumstances, & allow me Some Small Addi- 
tion to my Salary, tho' it were but for the first ensuing year, 
that I do my best to get Rid of my present Incumbrances & 
Difficulties, & must presume to depend upon your Interposi- 
tion in this affair, if you judge it advisable. It Calls me 
indeed I should be constrained to put any Friend to such 
Trouble. I now bitterly Repent my not accepting of the Offer 
of going Chaplain to the Coast of Africa. I must further 
beg you will pay your Brother the Account I am due him 
& I shall Reimburse you when you Return to Philadelphia. 
It will be still more obliging if you can bring me another 
Pair of the Black Silk Stockings I bought of him, for the 
Steward made sure of the Pair I had among other things ; 
only my Books remain untouched. I flatter myself, in the 
Abundance of your Goodness, you will forgive this trouble, 
&, with my Comp ts to our Friends in the North, believe me 
to be in all Sincerity & Gratitude 

Rev d Sir 
Your most Obed* & obliged 
Serv nt 

Albx e Murray 

Portsmouth 6 Aug' 
1762 
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P.S. Since -writing the above, The Orders for going under 
Convoy of the Shrewsbury are Countermanded. The lying 
at this Rate here, to what has passed, will bring me under 
such a Load of Debt, as all The Funds I can Command will 
not be sufficient to clear off for Some Considerable Time. 
Tho' I Communicate my Losses & Disappointments to you, 
yet Chuse that none of my Acquaintances in Scotland Should 
Know any thing of them. 

To 

The Reverend 

Doctor "William Smith 
at Mr. James Smith's Corner House 
of the Mews. 

London 

Rbv d Sie 

Having been detained here waiting a Convoy much Lon- 
ger than Expectation at an inaccountable Expence, I was 
obliged, in order to defray a part of my Charges, to Nego- 
tiate a Bill of Exchange which I have drawn upon M r Pear- 
son for £7.1.00. being my Salary from Michaelmas to 
Christmas next. In these circumstances I would fain hope 
the Venerable Society will agree to the Payment of it, espe- 
cially as it is a part of my first years Salary which is allowed 
even in the Event of My Death within that time. 

I am w h Esteem 
Rev d Sir 
Your most hu e Ser Tt 
Alex r Murray 
The Reverend 

Doctor Burton — Secretary 
to the Venerable Society for propagating 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts 

London 

Reading 9 April 1763 
Rev d Sir 

The Society, no doubt, may have expected to have heard 

of my Arrival here before now; but tho' I set out from 
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London y e 2 a of July last to take Shipping from Portsmouth 
to Halifax, & from thence to Philadelphia, yet I reached y e 
Latter only y e 10 th of December, & this place y e 18 th of that 
Month; after a Course of Greater Dangers, Hardships & 
Misfortunes than I choose to trouble any with y" disagree- 
able Particulars of. I thank Almighty God my life was 
preserved, tho' my Health much impaired. But had I not 
been reduced by considerable Expences as well as repeated 
Losses I had never presumed to have drawn upon y e Ven- 
erable Society in the forward manner I did : for I had ex- 
pended upwards of four times y e Sum I was advised was 
sufficient to defray my Charges to this place, & Contracted 
besides more Debts than I can soon get clear of, before I 
drew my Last Bill of £7.10 which was dated Philadelphia 
27 Dec 1 last payable to M rss Barclay Merch* for my Quarters 
Salary from 25 th of that Month to 25 th March lasl^-My 
other Bill of £7.10. for my Salary from 25 th Sept r to 25 Dec r 
last was drawn payable to John Mitchel in London. & my 
Bill of £1.11 for y e Portage & Freight of y e Societies Books 
was drawn 10 th Aug* last pay le to Edward Green on Demand. 
The Acceptance of these & y e Societies Generous Forgive- 
ness of what I have done irregularly in this matter is what 
I would fain hope for, after Knowing y e Straits I was reduced 
to, and which I could neither foresee nor prevent, tho' I 
followed y e best advice to avoid Hazard & Expence. * * * 

I did not fail to Recommend the Celebration of the Lord's 
Supper at Easter ; but none offered for y* purpose. 

I continue, in terms of my Instructions, to officiate two 
Sundays here & the third at Molatton, which is 15 miles 
distant from this Town. 

There has hardly any Ship since my Arrival offered 
from Philadelphia that I cou'd with safety write by till 
now ; y e Delaware being froze over the most part of y e 
Winter. 

Besides the four Adults in Town I have Baptized a fifth 
belonging to Molatton & two Infants. 

The Venerable Society may depend upon my best en- 
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deavours, with the Divine Concurrence, to answer the Pious 
Ends of my Mission & waiting their farther Instructions 

I am respectfully 
Eev d Sir 
Your most Obed* hu e Ser* 
Alex e Murray 
The Eev d Dr Burton 

Beading. 25 January 1764 
Bev d Sir 

My Kotitia Parochialis of April last I hope you Beceived 
& communicated to y e Venerable Society ; Since then my 
Congregation here has increased from 7 To 18 Families, 
consisting of 121 Souls Young & Old. Of the New Mem- 
bers, some were Presbyterians, some Baptists, some Quakers, 
& some of our own Communion lately settled in Town. Of 
the Quakers & Baptists I Christened 13 on last Christmass 
day, & 5 before then, of whom 10 were Adult Persons, par- 
ticularly one Gentleman ye Principal Attorney at Law in 
this place, whose Example had a very good effect in dis- 
posing the Eest to be admitted into y e Church by Baptism. 
These 18 w 1 7 Infants besides are all I have Baptized in the 
District of Eeading since last April. I dispensed the Sacra- 
ment of y e Lords Supper to 5 Persons Christmass last, & 
w h these I was obliged to Eetire to a Private house on this 
occasion, as we have no Church, like others, to assemble in. 

The Congregation at Molatton, the other part of my Mis- 
sion, has decreased, by Eemovals, to 29 Families, making in 
all 185, of which I have Baptized 2 Adults, & 12 Infants; I 
can no more prevail on that People than these here in Town 
to engage heartily in any Scheme for Building a Church : — 
So I despair of seeing one erected in either of the Places, 
for some time to Come, as I do of a Parsonage-House & 
Glebe, without which it is no easy matter to live in a Town 
— And for Voluntary Subscriptions, they are so very pre- 
carious, trifling & troublesome to Collect, that little more 
can long be depended upon here, than the Society's Salary. 
And if this is y e Case, as I am credibly informed it is, in 
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other Missions, I am apt to dread the Consequences. For 
y e Expenees of Living in this New World I can plainly see, 
daily increase, & are become Extravagantly high from what 
I learn they were hut a few years ago ; insomuch that in 
this Village tho' distant about 60 miles from the Metropolis, 
I have paid at the Eate of £52 p Annum for Boarding & 
but poorly Entertained & accommodated for that Money ; & 
my horse costs me from 2 to 3 shillings a night. — If Mis- 
sionaries then in Times past could do no more than barely 
live on their Income, what must their Condition be now ! 
They must fall into Poverty & Contempt, & become the 
Fools & Slaves of a Eew on whom they may depend for a 
pitiful Subsistence ; and in the End no Man of Letters or 
Common Abilities will be found to fill the Mission in Amer- 
ica ; so that it must fall into the hands of men whom it will 
Eeflect no great honour upon the Church to employ & who 
may Euin her best Interests especially in a Government con- 
stituted like Pennsylvania, where she has Nothing but the 
Purity of her Principles & Doctrines, & the Morals of her 
Clergy, to Eecommend & Support her. The Impending 
Evil is rather more easily to be foreseen than prevented. 
However Something Still Might be done for her perhaps w h 
the Covernours of those Provinces where she is not by Law 
Established & Provided for. — For Instance, were the Mar- 
riage Licenses directed only " To the Episcopal Ministers," as 
I am assured they Constantly were till of late years,it would be 
no small Emolument to us. Whereas just now the Licences 
are directed " To any Protestant Minister." So that even 
Magistrates as well as Teachers of all Denominations marry 
by virtue of these, & Eeduce this, which is y e only Perquisite 
we have here, to a very Trifle, Six Pair being all I have 
married since my Settlement here. — But I make no doubt, 
were proper Application made to M r Pen, our Proprietor, 
who it seems has been very generous in promoting every 
public measure for ye Benefit of y e Country, but he would 
appoint that these Licenses be Eeturned into their Former 
Channel, which would rather Increase than diminish the 
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Perquisites of y e Governour ; & render the Solemnization 
of Marriages more Decent & Honourable than presently & 
Redress the Grievances daily complained of from Unfair & 
Clandestine Ones. 

It is the Unanimous opinion of all here who wish well to 
the Preservation & Enlargement of the Church, that, in the 
Settlement of our late Conquests in America, application 
should be made in the very beginning for the allotment of 
Lands towards the Support of a Clergy Regularly Ordained 
in our Church, after the Example of the French, who pur- 
sued this Scheme in Canada, & thereby maintained a numer- 
ous Body of Priests & Jesuits, who were ever Zealous & 
Active in. Proselyting the Natives, & Sowing among them 
the Seeds of Prejudice & Antipathy against the British, as 
too evidently appears from their Singular attachment to the 
French still — It cannot be expected that the Society's Funds 
can Extend beyond the present Limits they have set to them, 
& if they Continue Sufficient to Preserve even the present 
Missions, it is all, at the Utmost, can be hoped from them. 

The Number of Papists in this County I have not got a 
more particular Account of yet than what I sent you in my 
Last, nor that of Dissenters, of which we have some of every 
Name. But the State of their Several Congregations are 
rather too Evident from their scandalous Differences & Ani- 
mosities, each within itself, as well as w* one another. The 
People are ever & anon quarrelling w* their Preachers, whom 
of humour & Caprice the Change much oftener than they 
Renew their Cloaths, so that it is a great deal if they are 
not all by the Ears in a Twelve-month — They are supported 
by Annual Contributions, which are made good the first year, 
then they are wearied, & both Parties find it Convenient to 
part ; the Minister to find a fresh Subsistence, & y e People 
to get a New One in his place, no Matter whether Better or 
"Worse, so be their Itch after Novelty is gratified. In this 
perpetual Round of Changes & Contentions, they sometimes 
move w* a Seeming Gravity, as they do at others, with all 
ye Party-Rage & Violence of Men out of their senses ; end- 
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ing in provoking Libels & Lampoons, & in Batteries & Blood- 
shed, 'twixt Pastors & People, as here of late ; which forms 
the most Ludicrous & pitiable Contrast Imaginable, & has 
too manifest a tendency to expose the Ministerial Character 
to such Obloquy & Contempt without distinction, as I could 
hardly have thought it could be loaded with in any Christian 
Country, as I observe it generally is here. — In the short 
time I have been here, the Baptists, Lutherans & Calvinists 
(the most numerous Sects in this Town & Country adjacent) 
have changed their Ministers, & are still unprovided, as they 
have been for some months past. In the midst of these 
Convulsions & Wild-fire, I leave you to judge what State of 
Mind I must necessarily be in ; not knowing often what 
course to steer, that, if possible, I may give no offence : And 
hitherto I have been abundantly happy to preserve the 
Favour of my own People, & I have no Share in the Quar- 
rels of the others. — A Minister here must double his Guard, 
& deny himself many of y e Innocent Comforts & Liberties 
of Life, & Undergo as many of its Inconveniences, Foils & 
Troubles, if ever he would succeed in his Work, particularly 
in y e Frontier Missions, as of Berks, Lancaster, York & 
Cumberland, an Extent of above 150 miles & where there 
are but three Missionaries only Mess rs Barton & Thomson & 
myself, who are obliged to Itinerate to our different Congre- 
gations which are distant 30, 20, 18, 15 &c miles from our 
Respective places of Residence ; & that in y e Several Seasons 
of Extreme Heat & Cold & to be from home for Weeks to- 
gether : And at the year's End scarce Receive so much as 
would satisfy an Ordinary Mechanic : So that I am often 
surprized how such of my Brethren Subsist, who have large 
Families, as M r Barton, whose singular merit, I humbly 
think, deserves the Notice of the Venerable Society. I am 
still a Single Man, & it will be Prudent for me to continue 
such in my present Circumstances. In time of War our 
Situation is deplorable enough. M r Thomson, who had Re- 
tired to a Plantation to Retrench y e Expences of Living was 
drove oft' by the Indians & obliged to abandon his all, & 
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take shelter w* his Family in another Man's house in Car- 
lisle. Many of the Dissenting Clergy, without any Assist- 
ance from the Mother Country, are upon a better footing, 
than those of the National Church, for while the Latter 
in obedience to y 6 Canons Chuse rather to Suffer many 
Hardships than engage in Secular Employments The For- 
mer besides the Stipends they Receive from their Numerous 
Congregations, are indiscriminately concerned in every 
Branch of Trade, & hold Civil & Military Offices, & such of 
them as are not employed in this way are Reduced to that 
State of Dependence & Contempt I have mentioned before. 
Of the three Sects I took notice of in y e former part of My 
Letter, the Baptists are rather the least Factious ; therefore 
I performed Divine Service Sunday last in one of their Meet- 
ing houses about 6 Miles from here ; and if I meet w h any En- 
couragement & Success among them I shall advise the Society, 
that I may be allowed to attend them at Stated Times. 

My best wishes to the Interests of Religion, & the honour 
& Good of the Church is the only apology, I can make for 
the length of this Letter, & what Instructions I am favoured 
from time to time w h from the Society shall be most punctu- 
ally observed, & I shall ever reckon it, my Greatest Honour 
& Happiness to deserve their approbation on all Occasions & 
I should be very Ungrateful if I neglected to make my most 
dutiful acknowledgements to the Society for the addition of 
£10 they have been pleased to make to my Salary, which 
enabled me to Keep a Horse from the Middle of Summer last 
till now. I have distributed the Societies Books among the 
Poorer people & Proselytes I have made ; & I hope still I shall 
be a happy Instrument of gaining more from a State of Igno- 
rance & Error, to embrace the Truth as it is in Christ Jesus. — 
I am w h the sincerest Gratitude & Respect 

Rev d Sir 
Your most obliged & very 

affec** hu e Serv nt 

The Rev d Db Burton Alex e Murray 

(To be continued.) 



